The treatment of advanced recurrent carcinoma of the uterine cervix with platinum based cytotoxic chemotherapy.
Nineteen patients with advanced recurrent carcinoma of the uterine cervix received platinum based chemotherapy between February 1982 and April 1984. All patients had received prior pelvic irradiation. Eleven patients received combination chemotherapy with platinum, vinblastine and bleomycin (PVB), and 8 patients received a regimen of platinum and 5-fluorouracil (PF). Two patients achieved a complete response and 4 patients achieved a partial response, a total response rate of 33%. Five out of 6 responders received PVB. The median survival (MS) was 8 months (1-38) months from the first treatment with cytotoxic chemotherapy. In those patients achieving a response, MS was 13.5 months (6-38+ months) with 1 patient alive at 38 months, compared to an MS of 5 months (1-15 months) in those patients without response. Toxicity was significant with nausea and vomiting in the majority of patients. Two patients refused treatment after the first course because of toxicity. The morbidity of treatment was such that despite an encouraging response rate, particularly to PVB (45%), the routine use of such treatment must be questioned.